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Community campaigning

page€ SEARCHLIGHT Defending Democra

Worried about your pension?
Worried about the future of the NHS?
Worried about your children having a decent future?

If you are then it’s time to talk
seripusly about IMMIGRATION

— —{WE BOROUGH'S _HOUSING
THEWU <t on e Beconiiee e3tate

1980

Thefirst

THE ‘AFRICANS
FORESSEX’' MYTH

Don't fall for
the BNP

leaflet of lies

HEARD THE ONE about the
“Africans for Essex” scheme? Well, it
simply doesn't exist. It is a lie circulated
by the BNP to blame black people for
the shortage of housing.

As these pages demonstrate, there is a
chronic shortage of council housing in
the borough, but this has nothing to
do with the arrival of black people.
Rather, it is because the council is not
allowed to build council homes to
replace those properties that have been
sold under the Right to Buy scheme.

Half of the council’s housing stock
has been sold since the early 1980s.

The BNP claim that there is a secret
scheme to offer African families

£50,000 to move into the borough
from Tower Hamlets. Of course there
is no such thing. The BNP has made it
up to whip up trouble and racism.

What does exist is a scheme to

keep council housing for local people.
Under the Right to Buy scheme,
council tenants can buy their houses or
flats. While this helps people get onto
the property ladder it also takes houses
out of the public sector.
This council, like many others in
London, offers cash incentives to people
thinking of buying their council homes
to buy property on the private market
instead. In this way, hard-working
families get a helping hand but. just as
importantly, council housing remains
in use for local people.

Last year 55 families moved out of
Tower Hamlets and only five came to
Barking and Dagenham. Of these
five, only one was black.

The vast majority of newly arrived
black people in the borough are
buying their homes. That is the

system and if they have the money
they are as entitled to do so as
anyone else.

Yes, there is a serious housing

problem in Barking and Dagenham

but it is certainly not the one the BNP
talk about.




