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Some of the men who escaped conviction for the
conspiracy to assassinate Chris Hani 14 years ago are
now living freely in Britain.

In this special six-page feature Gerry Gable exposes

(below) Chris Hani as . .
a young activist for a another of the men who aided the conspiracy and

free South Africa reveals the reaction of South African intelligence after
(below right) we uncovered the South African terrorist connections

She s ather at the heart of the BNP.
Mary who struggled

to bring her family up
with dignity

ourteen years after the

assassination of Chris Hani,

his family and former comrades

have joined Searchlight in
demanding a reinvestigation of the
conspiracy against those fighting to
overthrow South Africa’s apartheid
regime.

Janusz Walus and Clive Derby-
Lewis were sentenced to death for
the murder. Their sentences were
commuted to life imprisonment after
the death penalty was abolished in
South Africa in 1995 by the
democratic government, under the
new Constitution that they had
actively opposed.

The two were part of a group of
conspirators drawn from the South
African far right, including shadowy
figures working for the apartheid
state’s intelligence services. They were
the only two to be convicted, despite
clear evidence against others involved
in the plot.

Hani, 51, was on a hit list of leading




Today, an unforgivable crime has been committed.

The calculated, cold-blooded murder of Chris Hani is
not just a crime against a dearly beloved son of our soil.
It is a crime against all the people of our country.

A man of passion, of unsurpassed courage, has been cut
down in the prime of his life.

Chris Hani is known to all of us, loved by millions, hated only by those
who fear the truth.

We say to all South Africans, black and white, that day of truth will dawn.

Chris spent his life fighting for freedom, democracy and justice.

It was this passion for liberty that persuaded him, at an early age, to
commit himself fully to the African National Congress and the South
African Communist Party.

Chris Hani knew from personal
experience the pain of deprivation and
social inequality. An erudite scholar who
could have chosen a less arduous path,
he nonetheless selflessly chose the often
thankless task of being a freedom fighter.
He shared the trials and tribulations of
three decades of exile. During that time he
served the cause of the liberation
movement with distinction, earning the
respect and love of millions in our country.

His death demands that we pursue that
cause with even greater determination.

R

Clive Derby-Lewis (top) and Janusz Walus
were the only ones convicted for the murder

addressing the nation on the day Chris Hani

Nelson Mandela, ANC President,

was assassinated

ANC members and trade unionists,
including Nelson Mandela, soon to
become President of post-apartheid
South Africa. Some saw him as a
political rival to Mandela but he was
crucial in bringing the armed wing of
the ANC to the negotiating table.
Many hoped he would become the
deputy President, of the country he
had fought so hard to free, and one
day the President.

Had more of those on the list been
murdered the new state might have
been still born or descended in to a
bloody civil war.

Martin Thembisile (Chris) Hani was
born in June 1942 in a small rural town
in Transkei where he had to walk
25 km each day to school and back
and the same distance on Sunday to
the Catholic church. His father, a
migrant worker in the Transvaal mines,
sent what money he could back to the
family, but his mother had to work on
a subsistence farm to supplement the
family income.

An educationally very bright child,
he went to university at Fort Hare
where he studied modern and
classical literature in English, Greek
and Latin.

At 15 he joined the ANC Youth
League and as a student was very
active in protests against the Bantu
Education Act, which imposed

apartheid in tertiary education and
stopped black students attending
white universities.

After  graduating he joined
Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), the armed
wing of the ANC, where he rose
quickly through the ranks. He played a
brave role in fighting for the
overthrow of the Smith regime in what
was then Rhodesia.

He had gone into exile in Lesotho in
1963 after being arrested several times
under the Suppression of Communism
Act. From there Hani organised units of
the MK for operations in South Africa
and became the target for several
assassination attempts. He eventually
moved to the ANC’s headquarters
in Zambia and became the head of
the MK.

After the banning order against the
ANC was lifted in 1990, he returned to
South Africa and worked closely with
Joe Slovo, the General-Secretary of the
South African Communist Party.
The following year Hani took over
as General-Secretary after Slovo
announced that he had cancer.

Hani then devoted himself to
campaigning for the cessation of
the armed struggle, a negotiated end
to apartheid and the creation of a
democratic state.

On 10 April 1993 he was accosted
outside his home in Dawn Park, a

racially mixed suburb of Boksburg
near Johannesburg, by Janusz Walus,
an anti-communist Polish immigrant.
Walus fired five shots at close range
hitting him in the head. Hani died on
the spot.

Walus fled the scene and was
arrested nearby shortly afterwards.

The pistol had been given to him by
Clive Derby-Lewis, a senior South
African Conservative Party MP.
Reports said the gun belonged to
Derby-Lewis but as we reveal later on
these pages, it had been part of a haul
of weapons stolen from a South
African Air Force base.
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